Postcranial skeleton of Shinisaurus crocodilurus (Squamata: Anguimorpha).
The postcranial skeleton is poorly known for Shinisaurus crocodilurus, the Chinese crocodile lizard. Discrepancies exist between published accounts of Shinisaurus; moreover, comparisons with complete specimens show important differences from the published descriptions. Contrary to some publications, the axial skeleton variably consists of 26 or 27 presacral vertebrae, including eight cervical vertebrae. Humeral entepicondylar and ectepicondylar foramina are present, as are an epipubis and hypoischium, and the post-tubercular portion of the pubis is subequal in length to the proximal portion. Sesamoids are present in the knee, elbow, and between the penultimate phalanges and unguals. A cartilaginous strut joins the clavicles and interclavicle. Comparative investigation of extant anguimorphs add context to these observations and support the conclusion that Mosasauroidea possessed eight or more (rather than seven) cervical vertebrae. Overall, the postcranium of Shinisaurus is relatively unspecialized for Anguimorpha, although it may be diagnosed accurately by a combination of character states.